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3d Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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Election/Restrictions 
1 • Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 24-25, drawn to intermittent dispensing using bellowphragm, classified in 
class 239, subclass 99. 

II. Claims 3 1-33, drawn to intermittent coating apparatus w/ mixer, classified in class 
118, subclass 300. 

III. Claims 34,35,38, drawn to method with intermittent start/stop and return, 
classified in class 427, subclass 345. 

IV. Claims 36-37, drawn to intermittent coating utilizing suction, classified in class 
427, subclass 294. 

V. Claim 39, drawn to intermittent coating utilizing mixer, classified in class 427, 
subclass 256. 

VI. Claims 40-48, drawn to intermittent extrusion coating, classified in class 427, 
subclass 420. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
2. Inventions 1,11 and III-VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
apparatuses may be used for another and materially different process such as using adhesive, 
reactants, ink, etc in place of paint. 
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3. Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation (suction versus mixer), and have different functions 
AS CLAIMED (dispensing and coating respectively). 

4. Inventions III,IV,V, and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions require different modes of operation: discharge and stopping paint to return 
side; suction; mixer; extrusion means; respectively. There is no reason they could or should be 
used together because they entail different and unrelated means for same function, namely 
intermittently interrupting and starting coating flow. Each set of claims is therefore a distinct and 
independent invention. 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. A telephone call was not made to M. Makuch on 1 1-4-04 to request an oral election to the 
above restriction requirement, because of the complexity of the issues. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 17(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick J. Parker whose telephone number is 571/ 272-1426. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 6: 15am -3:45pm, and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on 571/272-1415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9 197ftoll-free). 
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